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REVIEWS 


to diagnosticate with assurance from the brief account of the symp¬ 
toms and physical signs described by the author. The appendix 
contains one of those unfortunate tables designed for the use of the 
ill-equipped physician, who does not care to examine his patient 
thoroughly. There are a variety of diets which have the advantage 
of being quantified as well as indicating what foods are to be taken, 
and a sort of quiz compend at the end which has the extraordinary 
title of Clinical A, B, C of the Most Important Disturbances of the 
Digestive Tract 

The book is supplied with a number of prescriptions. One must 
remark the frequency with which belladonna or some of its prepara¬ 
tions appears in them and for what a diversity of conditions this 
drug is used. It must also be noted with general regret that a very 
large number of proprietary preparations are recommended. There 
are a number of illustrations, many of them including portraits of 
the author. As these actually show him performing certain exami¬ 
nations, they may be regarded as of advantage. J. S. 


A Text-book on Embryology. By Frederick Randolph 

Bailey, A.M., M.D., and Adam Marion Miller, A.M. New 

York: William Wood & Co., 1909. 

Embryology as a science is so vast and so constantly being modi¬ 
fied by new discoveries that a clear, concise, and up-to-date treatise 
on the subject is of great value, not only to the scientist, but the 
student as well. The forelying text-book brings the subject thor¬ 
oughly up to date. As is general in such works, the book is divided 
into two parts—one on general development, and the other on organo¬ 
genesis. In the former are presented the preliminary steps in devel¬ 
opment, including the structure of the cell and cell proliferation, 
oogenesis and spermatogenesis, maturation, fertilization, cleavage, 
formation of the germ layers, the foetal membranes, and the develop¬ 
ment of the external form of the body. In dealing with these sub¬ 
jects the authors have taken great pains to avoid unnecessary elabo¬ 
ration, and present the subject matter in as succinct a form as possible. 
Special attention is paid to the various theories with regard to the 
processes involved and the physiological significance of the processes 
themselves. A very valuable feature of the work consists of the 
practical suggestions offered, not only in the matter of technique, 
but also how, when, and where to procure and prepare material for 
practical work. The second part of the work on organogenesis takes 
up the development of the various organ systems at length, somewhat 
too copiously, perhaps, for the needs of the average medical student, 
but with a clarity of diction and careful handling of the subject 
matter which holds the attention of the reader at all times. Students 
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of medicine and practitioners will greatly appreciate the paragraphs 
at the end of each chapter on the anomalies occurring in the different 
organs under discussion. This feature alone will recommend the 
work as particularly valuable as a text-book for medical men. The 
illustrations are numerous, well chosen, and well made, and con¬ 
tain a number of photogravures showing actual conditions. The 
last chapter of the work on teratogenesis materially aids in explaining 
the causes and method of development of those strange conditions 
so puzzling to the average practitioner of medicine. 

H. H. C. 


Die Wgrmfortsatz-Entzendung: eine pathologisch-histo- 

LOGISCHE UND PATHOGENETISCHE STUDIE. (APPENDICITIS: A 
PATHOLOGICO-HISTOLOGICAL AND PATHOGENETIC STUDY). By 
L. Aschoff, Professor of General Pathology and Pathological 
Anatomy in Freiburg i. B., Germany. Pp. 114; 18 lithographic 
plates and 22 figures in the text. Jena: Gustav Fischer, 1908. 

This monograph, the result of seven years’ work, is based on a 
study of one thousand appendices removed at operation by the 
author’s surgical colleagues. Rotter, Enderlen, Kuttner, Kraske, 
and Kronig. Six hundred of these appendices have been studied 
with the utmost precision. The preparation of the volume was 
undertaken for two reasons: (l) Because so many papers and dis¬ 
cussions on appendicitis show misinformation of the pathology 
and ignorance of the normal anatomy of the appendix; (2) because 
these later studies serve to confirm the conclusions published by 
Aschoff four years ago. In the limits allotted to this review it will 
be impossible to do more than very briefly outline the author’s 
views, which differ in many points very materially from those usually 

Aischoff holds that all cases of appendicitis are similar, in that the 
same pathological stages occur in each. The first lesipn (“Primarin- 
fekt”) in his experience has never been a catarrhal inflammation of 
the appendix: always he has found a localized inflammatory reaction 
in the depths of one of the crypts or recesses of the lumen of the 
appendix. This Primarinfekt, which is more often multiple than 
solitary, does not consist in an exfoliation of epithelium in the nature 
of an erosion or ulcer; it is a round-cell infiltration of neutrophiles 
under the epithelium of the crypt; and if the epithelium itself is 
altered at allots place is taken by a plug of leukocytes and fibrin. 
The lymphatic follicles are not involved; but from the focus of 
primary infection the inflammatory reaction quickly spreads along 
the lymph channels to the serous coat, which may be widely in¬ 
flamed before any extension in the mucosa occurs. This second or 



